
 

 

 

COURSE TITLE: Public Speaking 

 

PREREQUISITE: None 

 

DESCRIPTION:  Students explore the process of generating, transmitting, receiving, 

  and evaluating ideas and feelings through intrapersonal and 

  interpersonal communication, oral interpretation, group discussion, 

  and public speaking. 

 

This course cultivates personal growth and development, develops 

oral communication skills, and promotes the application of oral 

communication skills to other academic disciplines and to life 

experiences. 

 

MAIN TOPICS:   

 

Required Units: Communications theory and process; body and voice control; 

interpersonal communication; informative, persuasive, 

entertaining, and occasional speeches; panel discussions 

Optional Units: Mass media; advertising; propaganda; careers in radio and 

television production; parliamentary procedure; newscasts; oral 

interpretation: prose, poetry; debate 

 

 

  

CREDIT INFO:  This course provides one-half of one of the credits required for the 

Standard or Advanced Studies Diploma.

SY 2010-2011 



 

COURSE TITLE: Etymology 

 

PREREQUISITE: None 

 

DESCRIPTION: In order to broaden students’ knowledge and command of the 

English language through the study of the meaning and derivations 

of English words, students will examine language families, root 

words, prefixes, suffixes, semantic changes, and word elements. 

 

MAIN TOPICS:   

 

History of the English language 

 

Examination of prefixes, roots, and suffixes of Latin, Greek, Germanic, and Anglo-

Saxon origin 

 

Use of language study resources: dictionary, thesauri, specialized word source books 

 

Other interest-building units: SAT preparation; Greek and Roman mythological 

references; special vocabulary (jargon, slang, colloquialisms, idioms, etc.) 

 

 

  

CREDIT INFO:  This course provides one-half of one of the credits required for the 

Standard or Advanced Studies Diploma.

SY 2010-2011 



 

  

 

 

COURSE TITLE: Journalism 

 

PREREQUISITE: None 

 

DESCRIPTION:  Instruction in this year-long elective exposes students to the many 

  facets of journalism: publishing, history, design, photography, the 

  concept of a free press, diversity in the media, and writing.  

Activities seek to develop students who can use a variety of skills, 

produce journalistic material of high quality, understand legal and 

ethical issues that affect journalism, and realize the importance of 

mass communication in modern life. 

 

MAIN TOPICS:  History of Typography and Printing 

  Introduction to Print Media 

  Introduction to Electronic Media 

  Diversity in the Media 

  The First Amendment 

  Publishing Design Basics 

  Principles of Photo Composition 

  Principles of Journalistic Writing 

  Desktop Publishing 

  

CREDIT INFO:  This course provides one of the credits required for the Standard or 

Advanced Studies Diploma. In addition, completion of this course 

may be a criterion for  enrollment in newspaper journalism or 

photojournalism courses. 

 

 

SY 2010-2011 



 

  

 

 

COURSE TITLE: Newspaper Journalism I 

 

PREREQUISITE: Journalism and/or instructor’s approval 

 

DESCRIPTION: Newspaper Journalism I provides students study and hands-on 

experience in the process of producing a newspaper.  Opportunities 

and activities in the course develop students who learn and practice 

the writing and editing skills necessary to design a newspaper; 

study the legal, moral, and ethical issues surrounding media 

production; refine their writing skills to ensure accuracy and 

consistency in style; and practice the elements of newspaper 

writing. 

 

MAIN TOPICS: Staff Organization 

 Newspaper Writing  

 Interviewing  

 Online Newspapers  

 Layout  

 Photography  

 Business Management  

 Newspaper Technology  

 Journalistic Research  

 School Press Law and Ethics  

 Desktop Publishing 

 Production 

 

CREDIT INFO: This course provides one of the elective credits required for the 

Standard or Advanced Studies Diploma. 

 

SY 2010-2011 



 

 

 

 

COURSE TITLE: Newspaper Journalism II 

 

PREREQUISITE: Newspaper Journalism I 

 

DESCRIPTION: Newspaper Journalism II is designed to provide advanced training 

for students in the techniques of editing and producing a school 

newspaper.  Emphasis is placed on the carry-over and 

advancement of the basic skills introduced in Newspaper 

Journalism I.  At this level, students contribute to the production of 

the school’s newspaper.  

. 

MAIN TOPICS: Advanced Design 

 Careers in Journalism 

 Surveys and Polls 

 Advanced Photography 

 Production 

 Advanced Interviewing 

 Improving Writing 

 Newspaper Evaluation 

 On-line Newspapers 

 Press Law and Ethics 

 

CREDIT INFO: This course provides one of the elective credits required for the 

Standard or Advanced Studies Diploma. 

 

SY 2010-2011 



 

 

 

 

COURSE TITLE: Newspaper Journalism III 

 

PREREQUISITE: Newspaper Journalism II 

 

DESCRIPTION: In this one-semester elective, students serve as editors for the 

school newspaper.  Units of study expand on those introduced in 

Journalism, Newspaper Journalism I, and Newspaper Journalism 

II.  

 

MAIN TOPICS: Software and online services 

 Press law and ethics 

 Video interviewing 

 Journalistic publishing 

 Production schedules 

 Policy guidelines 

 Advanced layout design 

 Photo management 

 Advanced newspaper writing 

 Polls and statistics 

 

CREDIT INFO: This course provides one of the elective credits required for the 

Standard or Advanced Studies Diploma. 

SY 2010-2011 



 

 

 

 

COURSE TITLE: Photojournalism I 

 

PREREQUISITE: Journalism and/or instructor’s approval 

 

DESCRIPTION: Photojournalism I provides students study and hands-on 

experience in the process of completing a yearbook.  Opportunities 

and activities in the course develop students who learn and practice 

the writing and editing skills necessary to design a yearbook 

spread; study the legal, moral, and ethical issues surrounding 

media production; refine their writing skills to ensure accuracy and 

consistency in style; and recognize the elements of photographic 

composition. 

 

MAIN TOPICS: Publishing Revenue 

 Desktop Publishing 

 School Press Law and Ethics 

 Basic Yearbook Writing 

 Basic Interviewing 

 Unifying Concept 

 Editing 

 Basic Photography 

 Staff Structure 

 Layout Design 

 Preparing for Publication 

 Research 

 

CREDIT INFO: This course provides one of the elective credits required for the 

Standard or Advanced Studies Diploma. 

SY 2010-2011 



 

 

 

 

COURSE TITLE: Photojournalism II 

 

PREREQUISITE: Photojournalism I 

 

DESCRIPTION: Photojournalism II is designed to provide advanced training for 

students in the techniques of editing and producing a school 

yearbook.  Emphasis is placed on the carry-over of the basic skills 

introduced in Photojournalism I.  

 

MAIN TOPICS: General Press Law and Ethics 

 Applied Design 

 Advanced Photography 

 Careers in Journalism 

 Advanced Interviewing 

 Coverage of School’s Activities, Events, Issues, and Individuals 

 Editorial Leadership and Management 

 Business Management 

 Polls and Statistics 

 Improving Writing 

 Plant Production 

 

CREDIT INFO:  This course provides one of the elective credits required for the 

 Standard or Advanced Studies Diploma. 

SY 2010-2011 



 

 

 

 

COURSE TITLE: Photojournalism III 

 

PREREQUISITE: Photojournalism II 

 

DESCRIPTION: Photojournalism III provides advanced training for students in the 

techniques of producing a school yearbook.  Emphasis is placed on 

the carry-over and extension of skills taught in Photojournalism II.  

Typically, students at this level serve as senior staff members for 

the school yearbook.  

 

MAIN TOPICS: Press law and ethics 

 Advanced yearbook design 

 Photo management 

 Advanced yearbook writing 

 Polls and Statistics 

 Yearbook evaluation 

 Video interviewing 

 Journalistic publishing 

 Advertising and public relations 

 Staff management 

 

CREDIT INFO:  This course provides one of the elective credits required for the 

 Standard or Advanced Studies Diploma. 

SY 2010-2011 



 

COURSE TITLE: World Literature 

 

PREREQUISITE: None 

 

DESCRIPTION: Students read representative literature from many cultures, 

countries, and time periods to increase their understanding of 

literature and the people who produce it.  Activities in this one-

semester course include oral and written analyses of readings, 

overviews of the society and history that relate to a particular 

selection, and evaluations of authors’ styles and themes. 

 

MAIN TOPICS:   

 

Selected readings from a variety of cultures 

 

Readings in a variety of genres: epics, fables, myths, poetry, histories, novels, dramas, 

short stories 

 

Writings: analytical essays; personal reflections; poetry; reader responses; research 

 

Oral group discussions: seminars; formal presentations; panel discussions 

 

 

  

CREDIT INFO: Juniors may take Advanced Composition and/or World Literature 

only as an elective during their junior year; it may not replace their 

English 11 class.  Moreover, those juniors will have only AP 

choices for their senior class English credit: AP Literature and 

Composition or AP Language and Composition.  They may NOT 

count this class as an English credit and take no English during 

their senior year.

SY 2010-2011 



 

COURSE TITLE: Fundamentals of Writing 

 

PREREQUISITE: None 

 

This one-semester course is designed for students who want extra help beyond the regular 

English classroom in developing their writing skills.  Students become comfortable with 

the process of writing sentences, paragraphs, and essays.  It provides a skills-based 

writing foundation including instruction in grammar, mechanics, and punctuation as well 

as strategies for the development of ideas for writing.  The course enables students to 

write across the curriculum. 

 

A positive, congenial classroom atmosphere is established so that students feel safe to 

explore, and improve their literacy skills.  The emphasis of the course is on developing 

students’ writing skills and promoting student growth toward their individual writing 

goals.  Grading is based on individual student growth toward literacy goals and the effort 

each student makes to achieve his or her goals. 

 

STRAND EMPHASES 

Reading Read for the purpose of understanding an author’s craft.  Analyze and 

evaluate models of effective writing. 

Writing Write to communicate ideas with an emphasis on writing with a 

purpose and expository writing.  Engage in real world writing.  Revise 

for organization, elaboration, sentence variety, descriptive word choice.  

Edit for usage and mechanics. 

Listening Practice active listening in a workshop setting to understand, analyze, 

evaluate, and respond to the opinions of others. 

 

  

CREDIT INFO: This course provides one-half of one of the credits required for the 

Standard or Advanced Studies Diploma

SY 2010-2011 



 

 

 

COURSE TITLE: Drama I 

 

PREREQUISITE: None 

 

DESCRIPTION: Students survey the technical and performing art of theater.  They 

are exposed to the major elements of theater and gain knowledge 

of its principles through study and practice in both performance 

and production.  Representative units of study include 

improvisation, mime, basic acting, the history of the theater, stage 

settings, costuming, makeup, and lighting. 

 

MAIN TOPICS:   

 

Required Units: Improvisation; voice and diction; basic acting; fundamentals of 

play production; basic movement; history of the theater 

Optional Units: Stage settings; structure and varieties of drama; costuming; 

makeup; stage lighting; musical theatre; evaluation of drama; 

ensemble acting 

 

 

  

CREDIT INFO:  This course provides one of the credits required for the Standard or 

Advanced Studies Diploma.

SY 2010-2011 



 

 

 

COURSE TITLE: Drama II 

 

PREREQUISITE: Drama I 

 

DESCRIPTION: More than a continuation of Drama I, Drama II is an in-depth study 

of areas covered only briefly in the first year and an introduction t 

new areas.  The basic course is built on a cluster of required units, 

which stress direction, design, and acting. 

 

MAIN TOPICS:   

 

Required Units: The director and directing; intermediate acting; fundamentals of 

design in areas of scenery, lighting, costume, and makeup 

Optional Units: Directing the musical; stagecraft; study and interpretation of a 

classic; video; publicity and public relations package; audio; 

properties; play writing; dialects; mask exploration; production 

roles; ensemble acting; readers’ theatre 

 

 

  

CREDIT INFO:  This course provides one of the credits required for the Standard or 

Advanced Studies Diploma.

SY 2010-2011 



 

 

 

COURSE TITLE: Drama III 

 

PREREQUISITE: Drama II 

 

DESCRIPTION: Designed for students with high interest and motivation for study 

in the theater arts, the course provides students with the 

opportunity to put theory into practice through major projects in 

directing, acting, and design. 

 

MAIN TOPICS:   

 

Required Units: Intermediate directing; advanced acting; advanced design 

Optional Units: The study and interpretation of a classic; video; children’s theatre; 

readers’ theatre; public relations package; audio; properties; play 

writing; dialects; production roles; makeup 

 

 

  

CREDIT INFO:  This course provides one of the credits required for the Standard or 

Advanced Studies Diploma.

SY 2010-2011 



 

 

 

COURSE TITLE: Drama IV 

 

PREREQUISITE: Drama III 

 

DESCRIPTION: Designed for students with intense interest in theater arts at 

professional and/or collegiate levels, Drama IV students often 

work with Drama III students.  Drama IV students will also 

complete independent projects specifically suited to individual 

strengths. 

 

MAIN TOPICS:   

 

Students will have the opportunity to refine and polish techniques learned in previous 

years and explore new methods and fields in greater depth.  Although the Drama IV 

students have the freedom to perform certain independent projects, they are expected to 

perform in group projects and activities with the other advanced drama students.  This 

mixture of increased responsibility and academic independence helps provide the 

necessary background for success in future theatrical endeavors. 

 

Representative advanced drama units include video, children’s theater, readers’ theater, 

publicity, interpretation of a classic, makeup, play writing, design, technical theater, and 

directing. 

 

 

  

CREDIT INFO:  This course provides one of the credits required for the Standard or 

Advanced Studies Diploma.

SY 2010-2011 



 

 

 

COURSE TITLE: Creative Writing 

 

PREREQUISITE: None 

 

Creative Writing I offers a supportive environment in which students may engage in 

writing prose, poetry, and drama as well as reading published samples.  This course is 

dedicated to the development of the creative process.  This one-semester course focuses 

on the study of the fundamental elements of creative writing.  Students will collaborate to 

critique and improve their work for final review. 

 

A positive, congenial classroom atmosphere is established so that students feel safe to 

explore and improve their creative writing skills.  The emphasis of the course is on 

developing students’ writing skills and promoting student growth toward their individual 

writing goals.  Grading is based on individual student growth toward literacy goals and 

the effort each student makes to achieve his or her goals. 

 

STRAND EMPHASES 

Reading Read for the purpose of understanding an author’s craft.  Analyze and 

evaluate models of effective writing in prose, poetry, and drama. 

Writing Write to communicate ideas with an emphasis on creative writing.  

Engage in real world writing.  Revise for organization, elaboration, 

sentence variety, descriptive word choice.  Edit for usage and 

mechanics. 

Listening Practice active listening in a workshop setting to understand, analyze, 

evaluate, and respond to the opinions of others. 

 

 

  

CREDIT INFO:  This course provides .5 of the credits required for the Standard or 

Advanced Studies Diploma.

SY 2010-2011 



 

 

COURSE TITLE: Advanced Composition 

 

PREREQUISITE: None 

 

DESCRIPTION: Students practice writing for various audiences and various purposes.  The 

course is conducted as a writing workshop in which students work 

independently and in small groups to carry their writings through the 

writing process.  Lessons on grammar, punctuation, diction, sentence 

structure, and the stages of the writing process are included. 

 

MAIN TOPICS: 

 

 

  Frequent writing in many modes 

 

Nonfiction and fiction readings as models for composition 

 

Focus on research process to synthesize research into a final written product 

 

Development of vocabulary through the revision process 

 

 

 

CREDIT INFO: Juniors may take Advanced Composition and/or World Literature only as 

an elective during their junior year; it may not replace their English 11 

class.  Moreover, those juniors will have only AP choices for their senior 

English credit: AP English Language and Composition or AP English 

Literature and Composition.  They may NOT count this class as an 

English credit and take no English during their senior year. 

 

SY 2010-2011 


